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Lisbeth Bulmash has been a mediator for over eighteen years.  Lis graduated 
from the University of Michigan with a Bachelors of Arts and from the Boston 
University School of Law with a Juris Doctorate. Ms. Bulmash has practiced law 
since 1989.  Her experience in litigation has involved work in a variety of settings 
including a law firm specializing in defense, a law firm representing primarily 
plaintiffs and in a national property casualty insurance company.  These varied 
legal experiences prepared Ms. Bulmash for her career in Mediation.  She has a 
unique way of anticipating the needs and interests of the parties. Before practicing 
in the state of Texas, Ms. Bulmash had an active mediation practice in Ohio and 
Michigan.   She has been admitted to five bars including Illinois, Michigan, New 
York, Ohio and Texas.  Her disputes have ranged from small cases to cases that are larger and more 
complex in a variety of areas. Lis is a credentialed mediator and currently serves as a board member 
of the Texas Mediator Credentialing Association.    For the last six years, Lis has been on the ADR 
Advisory Council for the State Bar of Texas. Lis recently left her private practice of ADR and joined 
JAMS in their Dallas office. 
 

Jerome A. Diekemper graduated from St. Louis University School of Law in 
1971. Jerry was in private practice representing unions and individual employees 
in labor and employment matters for 34 years. Since October of 1993, Jerry has 
mediated over 1700 civil cases of all types, except domestic relations matters. 
Jerry has been included in every edition of the Best Lawyers in America since 
1983. Before becoming a full-time neutral in 2007, Jerry was included in the Top 
100 list of Missouri-Kansas lawyers and the Top 50 list of St. Louis lawyers. Jerry 
is a Fellow in the College of Labor and Employment Lawyers, an Advanced 
Workplace Practitioner in the Association for Conflict Resolution, and a member of 

the National Academy of Arbitrators.  
 
Michael Hawash is a partner at Hawash Cicack & Gaston LLP in Houston, 
Texas.  Over a litigation career spanning four decades, Michael represented 
many of the world’s largest corporations and insurance companies while 
working for Big Law.  In 2009, Michael opened his own commercial litigation 
boutique and slowly but surely found himself shedding trial work in favor of 
alternative dispute resolution.  Today, Michael is a mediator, arbitrator and 
trained early dispute resolution neutral, committed to helping disputants avoid 
the time, expense and uncertainties of the courthouse. 
 

Sharmeen Ladhani is a Board Member and Mediator for the Aga Khan 
Conciliation & Arbitration Board (CAB), the alternative dispute resolution body of 
the Ismaili Muslim community. CAB provides community mediation services for 
commercial, matrimonial, and other civil disputes, embraces a holistic approach 
incorporating a dispute prevention mindset, and fosters a system of healing 
wounds that result from conflict. Sharmeen serves on the Board of the Dallas Bar 
Association’s ADR Section and on CLE Program Committee of the State Bar of 
Texas’s ADR Section. (Continued on next page)        
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Sharmeen is a Senior Attorney at the IRS Office of Chief Counsel. She represents the IRS in U.S. 
Tax Court and advises the IRS on high stakes collection matters, civil fraud cases, offshore 
compliance issues, and preparer and promoter investigations. Sharmeen obtained her law degree 
from Vanderbilt Law School, where she received the Phillip G. Davidson Award for exemplary 
leadership in service to the community, served on the Executive Board of the Vanderbilt Journal of 
Transnational Law, and presided over the Moot Court Board as Chief Justice. Sharmeen graduated 
from the University of Texas at Austin with highest honors earning a Bachelor of Science in 
Communication Studies. 
 

 Frank Neuner has a full-time mediation practice based in St. Louis, Missouri.  
He mediates cases in St. Louis and around the country (in-person and 
remotely).  Frank has mediated a wide range of disputes, including workplace 
conflicts, business-related disputes, securities cases, tort claims, insurance 
disputes, civil rights controversies, and other types of cases. He has a wealth 
of experience mediating not only bilateral disputes, but multi-party cases, 
class actions and collective actions as well.  Prior to opening his independent 
mediation practice, Frank served as St. Louis Office Managing Partner for an 

AmLaw 200 law firm.  His experience over nearly twenty-five years as a business litigator and 
employment law practitioner allow him to provide valuable insights to parties in mediation. Frank is 
currently the President-Elect of the national Association of Attorney-Mediators, and he serves as 
President of the St. Louis Chapter. Frank is also a member of the National Academy of Distinguished 
Neutrals.  Frank received his undergraduate degree from the University of Notre Dame, graduating 
magna cum laude with a B.B.A. in Finance, and he received his J.D. from the University of Michigan 
Law School, graduating magna cum laude with Order of the Coif honors. 
 

Peter Silverman is a partner at Shumaker, Loop & Kendrick in Toledo, Ohio.  He 
has been an arbitrator and mediator for over 30 years.  For the past 12 years, Peter 
has worked on developing, speaking and writing about early dispute resolution 
procedures.  Peter is the primary author of the Early Dispute Resolution Practice 
Protocols promulgated by the EDR Institute, a non-profit corporation organized to 
promote, educate and train lawyers, mediators and other professionals in the use 
and benefits of EDR.  

 
Karen Roberts Washington is a highly respected practicing attorney, mediator, 
arbitrator, professor, and business woman.  She earned her J.D. from the University 
of Texas School of Law and her B.A. from Texas Tech University.  She clerked for 
the 5th Court of Appeals, Dallas, before entering private practice.  She was 
managing member of Thorpe, Hatcher & Washington, PLLC for 25 years, and a 
shareholder of Godwin, Bowman & Martinez, PC. Ms. Washington has practiced in 
the U.S. Supreme Court, 5th Circuit Court of Appeals, U.S. District Courts in all 
Texas divisions, and all levels of Texas courts. Her practice focuses on business, 
employment and probate matters. She has served on ADR panels for American 
Arbitration Association, FINRA, and many courts. Ever interested in new challenges, 

she is an Adjunct Professor for Texas A & M University School of Law, an Administrative Law Judge, 
and a Certified Independent Hearing Examiner. Ms. Washington is a Life Member of the Uniform Law 
Commission, and has chaired and served on many drafting committees.  She is a member of the 
American Law Institute and the William "Mac" Taylor American Inn of Court. She serves the 
community as President of Altrusa International of Downtown Dallas, Inc.   


